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1. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Services  for  the  Truro  Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  1970* 

The  population  increased  slightly  by  70  over  19^9  to  reach  29,060,  The 
number  of  live  births  were  7  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  all  ages  were  423, 
thus  the  increase  can  be  accounted  by  movement  into  the  area  of  new  residents. 

The  expected  alternate  year  incidence  of  measles  accomited  for  a  total 
of  187  cases  being  reported  in  the  year,  mainly  in  the  summer  months  T/hich 
is  unusual.  The  immunisation  campaign  against  this  disease  has  not  yet  had 
time  to  have  an  effect  in  reducing  the  number  of  susceptible  people  in  the 
population,  but  as  more  children  become  immunised  so  will  the  incidence  of 
this  disease  be  altered.  Apart  from  measles  the  area  remained  clear  of 
infectious  disease. 

With  regard  to  causes  of  deaths,  the  commonest  single  cause  is  Ischaemic 
Heart  Disease,  There  was  quite  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  due 
to  this  cause  over  last  year,  there  being  127  cases  as  compared  to  107.  This 
figure  represents  30  per  cent  of  all  deaths.  If  an  increase  in  Ischaemic 
Heart  Disease  is  associated  with  dietry  faults,  lack  of  exercise  and  a  more 
affluent  society,  then  a  measure  of  the  increase  in  permissiveness  in  present 
day  society  may  be  reflected  in  the  rise  in  the  National  figures  for  the 
Illigitiaiate  Birth  Rate,  the  number  of  legal  abortions  and  cases  of  V.D. 

Apart  from  these  reasons,  the  problem  of  population  control  should  be  given 
first  priority  in  the  v/hole  question  of  man-made  pollution.  It  is  difficult 
to  realise  that  England  and  Wales  have  a  population  density  of  83O  per  square 
mile  which  is  the  highest  in  the  world  of  countries  having  a  total  population 
20  million  or  over.  Although  the  population  growth  rate  in  England  and  Yfales 
is  slov;  at  one  per  cent  for  the  year  compared  vn.th  2,3  in  India  the  existing 
density  of  population  calls  for  more  immediate  remedial  measures. 

Society  today  appears  to  be  woefully  ignorant  on  matters  of  birth 
control  and  family  planning,  and  an  adequate  provision  of  this  service 
together  with  a  balanced  sex  education  programme  in  Secondary  Schools  is 
vitally  necessary.  This  should  be  based  on  the  acceptance  by  teaching  staff 
and  parents  alike  of  sexual  reality  in  the  lives  of  pupils  today  v\rhich  is 
bound  to  occur  in  tlie  expanding  emotional  and  social  milieu  they  live  in. 
Pupils  should  have  the  chance  of  discuss  their  sexual  problems  with  teachers 
in  relation  to  subject  areas  and  personal  experience  and  also  have  the  chance 
of  a  coTonselling  service  concerned  with  matters  of  sex  and  contraception  as 
part  of  the  normal  responsibilities  of  human  relationships. 

Witli  regard  to  pollution  problems  on  a  more  impersonal  plane,  the  year 
saw  the  completion  of  three  sewerage  schemes  at  Threemilestone,  Perranporth 
and  Veryan  and  the  Rural  District  Council  is  also  concerned  with  at  least 
seven  other  schemes  in  the  area.  The  ever  present  problem  of  finding  suitable 
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sites  for  refuse  disposal  ly  the  cheapest  means  of  controlled  tipping  was 
again  brought  to  the  awareness  of  the  public  by  a  public  enquiry  into  an 
existing  site  in  the  Rural  District  and  its  possible  extension  in  future. 
The  siting  and  method  of  future  disposal  of  wastes  after  1974  will  be  the 
concern  of  the  larger  second  tier  authority  in  future,  and  if  a  more 
sophisticated  method  is  to  be  advocated  in  future  let  is  not  be  forgotten 
that  any  other  method  than  that  used  at  present  v^ill  be  more  expensive 
both  to  initiate  and  operate, 

I  would  end  by  thanking  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  all  its  members  for  their  support  during  the  year.  To  all  Chief 
Officers  and  their  Staff,  and  to  Mr,  Bennett  and  his  Staff  I  wish  to 
express  my  thanlcs  for  their  cheerful  co-operation  at  all  times, 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Area  Nursing  Officer,  Miss  V,  M,  Graham,  and 
the  Clerical  Staff  at  the  Beats  Office  for  their  help  in  the  production 
of  this  Annual ■  Report  and  for  their  v/ork  throughout  the  year, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

C,  J.  HENGSTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Truro  Rural  District 
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STATISTICS  im  SOCI/iL  CONDITIONS 


Area,  acres  .  ,,  ,,  ,,  108, 31 6 

Parishes  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  . .  2Z(. 

Population,  mid  1970  ••  .  29,060 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  .  .•  •»  *,  12,527 

Rateable  value  ,,  . .  . .  £970,352 

P2?oduct  of  Id  rate  .  £3, 934- 

Number  of  houses  built  since  1945  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  3,665 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  .  ..  ..  ..  269 

Number  of  families  accommodated  in  converted  buildings 

Trevellas  Estate  1 

Number  of  families  on  housing  list  ,,  ,,  . .  937 


Birth.  Death.  Infant  Mortality 


Year 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infant  Mortality 

1950 

13.7 

10.5 

HclXt? 

20.5 

1951 

16.1 

11.7 

25.4 

1952 

14.5 

9.9 

31.0 

1953 

14.0 

9.0 

29.2 

195^- 

14.9 

10.3 

14.1 

1955 

13.6 

10.5 

28.0 

1956 

15.8 

11.4 

10.7 

1957 

16.4 

11.0 

30.8 

1958 

15.9 

11.5 

13.3 

1959 

15.7 

10.8 

13.5 

i960 

17.4 

11.3 

9.7 

1961 

1 6,4 

12.0 

35.6 

1962  , 

15.9 

11.7 

15.5 

1963 

18.6 

11.1 

25.3 

I96i.|. 

18.6 

11.1 

11.4 

1965 

17.5 

10.6 

21.4 

1966 

18,0 

12.1 

18.4 

1967 

16.3 

11.2 

29.8 

1968 

15.5 

11.4 

26.3 

1969 

17.1 

11.5 

21,0 

1970 

16.9 

11.7 

19.0 

INCIDENCE 

OP  NOTIFIABES 

DISEASES 

REPORTED  QUMTERLY 

March 

June 

Sept. 

Dec. 

Measles 

1 

35 

136 

15 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Infective  Jaundice 

- 

- 

1 

3 

T.B. 

1 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

5 

- 

- 

'I  ;«;:)!  1  j  I  :  1  '  ;  i  ? 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
' '  ■  Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b301 961 1 5 
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G-ENEBAL  PROVISION  OP  HEALTH  SERVICES 
1,  Mothers  and  Yoiing  Children  (Sec,  22) 

Clinics  for  Child  Welfare  in  the  Truro  Rural  District 


Ses^siprps 

Attendances 

1. 

St,  Agnes 

12 

259 

2. 

Perranportli 

22 

583 

3. 

Chacewater 

12 

238 

4. 

Camon  Dovms 

12 

388 

5. 

Probus 

11 

259 

6. 

St,  Mawes 

12 

141 

7. 

Portscatho 

12 

418 

The  first  four  clinics  are  attended  hy  County  School  Health  Service 
Personnel.  The  Clinics  at  St,  Mawes,  Portscatho  and  Prohus  are  staffed  hy 
County  Health  Visitors  but  General  Practitioners  carry  out  the  immunisation 
of  children. 

Dental  Services  for  Expectant  Mothers  and  children  are  undertaken  at  The 
Leats, 

The  Ante  Natal  Clinics  in  the  Rural  District  are  staffed  by  Truro  District 
Nurse s/ltLdwives  and  are  held  at  and  staffed  by  Family  Doctors  at  their 
surgeries, 

Mothercraft  and  Releixation  Classes.  These  were  held  at  the  various  clinics 
in  the  Rural  Area  and  there  were  406  attenda.nces.  The  classes  were  based  on 
a  series  of  eight  lectures  per  course  and  virhen  convenient  fathers  were 
invited  to  attend  one  lecture  in  each  course. 

Family  Planning,  A  Clinic  is  held  in  Truro  City  and  cases  from  the  Rural 
District  are  referred  to  this  Clinic* 

2,  Mdwifery  Services  (Sec,  23) 

Seventy-five  home  deliveries  were  undertaken  in  the  Rural  District  during 
1970  and  of  these  Medical  Aid  was  sought  in  17  cases.  The  opening  of  the  new 
Maternity  Tiding  at  Treliske  Hospital  has  had  less  effect  in  the  Rural  District 
up  to  1970  than  on  other  immediate  areas  on  the  number  of  children  bom  at 
home  compared  with  hospital  deliveries,  as  the  following  table  shov'is:- 

NUMBER  OF  HOIvE  DELIVERIES  AS  PERCENTAGE  OF  TOTAL  UVE  BIRTHS 


12^ 

1962 

1968 

1919 

1220 

Falmouth 

49 

48 

38 

32 

31 

Truro  City 

53 

45 

34 

27 

35 

Truro  R,D,C. 

36 

35 

31 

32 

19 

Penryn 

65 

57 

45 

36 

15 

The  Princess  Alexandra  Wing  for  Maternity  at  Treliske  Hospital 
opened  for  cases  on  5th  June,  1968, 
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3.  Health  Visitors  (Sec,  21^. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  among  the  elderly  increased  during  the 
year,  the  number  of  visits  rising  from  1,060  in  1969  to  1,2^6  in  1970*  Visits 
on  social  grounds  for  Problem  Families,  however,  decreased  from  502  to  359. 

In  the  young  age  group,  6,978  visits  vrere  made  to  children  and  91  Health 
Education  Talks  and  Demonstrations  were  given  in  1970. 

4.  Ifome^ Nursing  (Sec.  25) 

The  number  of  general  nursing  cases  increased  from  679  in  1969  to  941  in 
1970,  and  the  nximber  of  visits  increased  from  17,777  to  20,502.  A  large 
number  of  injections  v;ere  required  apart  from  general  nursing  care. 


5.  Immunisation  Figures  for  Health  Area  III 

12^ 


1222 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

Doses 

Doses 

Measles 

358 

— 

Diptheria 

627 

1,340 

Tetanus 

627 

1 ,431 

Po  li  omy  e  li  ti  s 

759 

CM 

V/hooping  Cou^ 

627 

521 

Smallpox  -  Under  1 6 
years  old. 

285 

160 

Tuberculosis  (B.C.G. ): 

Children  - 

"7^ 

CO 

Contacts 

37 

6,  Ambulance  Service 

(Sec.  27 

Primary 
Dor- 03 


Doses 


834 

- 

1,176 

1,132 

1,176 

1,268 

1,204 

1,164 

1,176 

626 

419 

54 

935 

55 


This  Service  is  under  direct  Coimty  Council  control  and  therefore  no 
report  on  the  day  to  day  administration  is  given, 

7.  Preyentjmji  ^are  and  After  Care  Services  (Sec,  28) 

The  mobile  X-ray  Unit  pays  twice  monthly  visits  to  The  Leats  and  to 
Falmouth  to  examine  referred  cases  from  Family  Doctors  and  children  reqiiiring 
further  X-ray  following  positive  skin  sensitivity  tests  for  T.B,  B.C.G, 
Vaccination  v/as  given  to  935  school  children  for  protection  against  T.B,  in 
the  whole  of  the  Health  Area  No,  3. 

The  Health  Visitor  specialising  in  T.B,  work  today  is  still  required 
to  spend  a  considerable  amount  of  effort  and  time  in  T.B.  contact  work  and 
as  a  result  of  the  eleven  cases  notified  in  this  Rural  District  in  1970 
(two  of  which  were  transferred  in;  three  of  which  v;ere  old  cases  re-instated) 
the  follov/ing  nxzmber  of  contacts  were  follov;ed  up:- 

Thirty  contacts  v;ere  visited:  of  these  24  were  X-rayed:  10  skin  tested 
but  none  were  given  B.C.G.  Some  of  those  skin  tested  had  had  B.C.G, 
vaccination  earlier.  Two  young  people  v/ere  having  chemotherapy  as  they  liad 
strongly  positive  Heaf  Tests, 
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In  the  Rural  Area  27  other  ehiJ-dren  and  adults  wore  X-rayed  and  had 
skin  tests  during  1970  “  these  were  contacts  of  T,B,  cases  notified  in  previous 
years  or  notified  in  other  areas. 

Yellow  Fever 

The  Leats  is  a  registered  Centre  for  this  immunisation  and  during  1970 
268  cases  were  immunised  before  going  ahroado 

Cervical  Smear  Clinics  have  been  set  up  in  Truro  and  Falmouth,  and 
residents  in  the  Rural  District  are  directed  to  either  Clinic  depending  on 
v/here  they  live. 

Out  of  the  total  of  450  cases  seen  at  these  clinics  during  1970,  three 
suspicious  cases  v/ere  detected;  out  of  these  three  cases  two  were  residents 
of  the  Rural  District, 

Oeriatric  -  Preventive  Services 

One  elderly  person  residing  in  the  Rura,l  District  was  found  to  be  in 
need  of  care  and  attention  requiring  action  under  the  National  Assistance 
Act  during  the  year;  and  was  admitted  to  Bamcoose  Hospital, 

Medical  Loans  of  nursing  and  other  aids.  A  supply  of  domiciliary  aids  for 
the  incontinent  is  available  through  the  Health  Area  Office,  and  other 
eq\iipment  required  in  the  home  such  as  bed-pans,  urinals  and  bed  rests  are 
obtained  through  the  British  Red  Cross  Society,  V/alking  aids  of  various 
design  may  also  be  obtained  for  temporary  loan  through  the  British  Red 
Cross  Society  till  the  patient  received  such  permanent  aids  through  the 
National  Health  Service, 

Chiropody 

St,  Agnes  area  has  a  small  clinic  run  on  voluntary  lines  and  the 
Chiropodist  from  Truro  attends.  The  clinic  is  given  a  small  subsidy  from 
the  County  Council  tov/ards  costs, 

8.  Home  Help  Service  (Sec,  29) 

The  Home  Help  Service  continues  but  individual  figures  for  each  District 
Council  are  not  available  as  this  Service  is  now  administered  direct  from 
County  Hall,  However,  a  total  of  555  cases  received  assistance  in  the  whole 
of  Health  Area  No,  3  Q,ad  out  of  this  total  4^0  cases  were  over  the  age  of 
65  years. 


Hr.  Chairuan,  Ladies  and  G-entlenen, 
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More  houses  v/ere  repaired  and  improved  with  the  help  of  Improvement 
G-j-ants,  particularly  the  Discretionary  G-rant  Y/here  approved  applications  were 
nearly  doubled.  The  Council  v/ere,  and  are,  concerned  at  the  lifting  of  so 
many  of  the  conditions  Virhich  used  to  apply,  particularly  the  former 
restrictions  on  sale  of  property  after  a  grant  has  been  paid..  Protests 
made  through  the  Rural  District  Co\incils*  Association  have  not  so  far 
brought  any  satisfaction. 

There  is  increasing  co-operation  v/ith  the  South  Cornwall  Water  Board 
in  the  matter  of  main  extensions  to  small  commxonities  dependent  on  other 
sources  of  supply.  Your  Inspectors  have  made  surveys  of  areas  in  the 
parishes  of  Mylor,  Cubert,  PerranarvYOrthal,  Chacewater,  KemYyn,  Peock  and 
St.  Clement.  Wells  and  similar  water  sources  have  been  sampled  for 
bacteriological  analysis  and  where  the  need  is  there  support  has  been  given 
to  the  Board  in  any  proposal  for  mains  extension. 

A  firm  of  building  contractors  were  prosecuted  for  laying  and  covering 
house  drains  without  giving  notice  under  the  Building  Regulations,  They 
v/ere  fined  £40  .  With  the  increased  bviilding  inspection  staff  now  available 
the  detection  of  work  carried  out  contrary  to  Regulations  is  made  easier, 

\Ie  are  also  better  able  to  advise  builders  on  problems  which  may  occxir 
in  the  progress  of  their  work,  especially  if  they  ask  before  making  changes 
in  approved  plans. 

Our  work  throughout  the  year  has,  as  usual,  been  all  the  better  for  the 
loyal  staff  who  have  YYorked  together  y/ithout  friction  and  in  an  atmosphere 
of  good  humoured  co-operation  at  all  tines.  Such  conditions  -  and  I  believe 
they  apply  throughout  these  offices  -  can  only  help  towards  efficiency  and 
good  public  relations. 

I  thank  Dr,  Kingston  for  his  support  and  help  at  times  of  difficulty, 
and  to  Mr,  Lane,  your  Consulting  Engineer,  for  the  details  on  village 
sevYerage  schemes. 

I  an, 

Mr,  Chaiman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 
.1,  Ho  BENNETT. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Building  Surveyor 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 
For  the  Year  ending  31 st  December,  1970. 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


The  position  regarding  progress  in  the  village  sewerage  schemes  is  as 
follows: - 

(a)  Threemile stone  Sewerage 

This  scheme  was  completed  and  implemented  in  the  Spring  of  1970. 

(b)  Porthtowan  and  Movmt  Hawke  Sewerage 

Stage  1  of  this  scheme  was  started  in  April,  '1970,  and  later  authority 
was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  G-ovemment  that  the  whole 
of  the  sewage  treatment  works  could  proceed  to  the  construction  stage. 

Prices  for  completion  were  negotiated  with  the  Contractors,  Messrs,  A.  H. 
Dingle,  of  Redruth, 

Authority  to  proceed  to  Tender  on  Stage  2  of  the  scheme  was  received 
from  the  Department  of  the  Environment  in  the  Autumn  of  1970,  and  the 
contract  was  awarded  to  Messrs,  F,  W,  Hunt  (Cornwall) ‘ Ltd, ,  of  Redruth. 

It  is  anticipated  that  ?/ork  on  Stage  2  of  the  Contract  v/ill  commence  early 

in  1971. 

(c)  Cubert  and  Holyv;ell  Sewerage 

This  scheme  did  not  go  to  tender  in  1970,  but  it  is  anticipated  that 
Tenders  will  be  invited  early  in  1971* 

(d)  Perranporth  Sewerage 

It  is  anticipated  that  Stage  2  of  this  scheme,  to  provide  sewerage 
facilities  for  Gear  Sands,  Bolingey  and  Perrancoombe,  will  go  to  Tender 
early  in  1 971 . 

(e)  Perranwell  Sewerage 

This  scheme  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Environment,  and  it 
is  anticipated  that  it  will  go  to  Tender  in  the  Spring  of  1971. 

(f )  Feock  Sewerage 

Agreement  has  been  reached  with  the  Truro  City  Council  for  the 
discharge  of  sewage  from  the  Feock  village  area  into  the  City  Council's 
works  at  Newham, 

(g)  Ladock  Valley  Sewerage 

Approval  in  principle  of  this  scheme  has  been  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  the  Environment, 
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(h) 

The  Tender  for  the  sev;age  contract  v/as  avfarded  to  Messrs,  C,  W. 
Langford  &  Son,  of  Redruth. 

The  construction  works  commenced  in  Fehruary  1970,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  scheme  will  he  operational  early  in  1971. 

( j)  St,  Mawes  Sewerage 

This  scheme  was  investigated  by  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment  and 
approved.  It  is  anticipated  that  Tenders  for  the  works  will  ^e  invited  in 
the  early  Summer  of  1 971  * 

(k)  St,  Just  SevTerage 

Enlargement  of  the  existing  disposal  works  has  been  carried  out  but 
consideration  is  to  be  given  to  further  Y;orks  to  improve  the  quality  of  the 
effluent  standard  to  conform  with  the  River  Authority*  s  requirements. 

(l)  Stu  Agnes  -  \Wheal  Kitty  Extension 

Authority  has  been  received  from  the  Ministry  of  the  Environment  for 
this  extension  to  be  implemented. 

Peterville  -  Elood  Relief  Proposals 

The  laying  of  a  new  culvert  in  British  Road,  St.  Agnes  for  flood 
alleviation  v^as  carried  out  in  1 970* 

2.  Sev/erage  Works 

No  changes  have  taJcen  place  in  the  system  of  routine  maintenance,  the 
three  teams  of  two  men  each  continue  to  give  regular  attention  to  tv/enty 
treatment  works  and  12  pumping  stations. 

At  the  newly  developed  private  housing  estate  at  Mylor  known  as 
"Willow  Close",  the  Council  took  over  the  small  sewage  pumping  plant  which 
connects  with  the  village  sewerage  system  at  a  higher  level. 

The  quality  of  effluent  from  most  treatment  works  is  generally  good, 
though  obviously  local  difficulties  can  and  do  arise  occasionally.  The 
maintenance  staff  are  likely  to  be  stretched  beyond  acceptable  limits  as 
more  works  are  constructed,  and  an  additional  team  may  well  have  to  be 
considered  in  1971. 
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Public  Conveniences 


No  new  conveniences  were  built  during  the  year  but  additional  W.C*s 
were  btd.lt  on  to  those  at  St.  Agnes  beach. 

A  niomber  of  conveniences  were  equipped  v;ith  electric  warm  air  hand 
driers,  and  more  may  be  installed  if  these  are  satisfactory. 

The  Council  own  tv/enty  public  conveniences,  and  they  are  cleaned  by 
part-time  local  labour. 
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Cesspool  Emptying 

During  the  year  3,428  loads  were  taken  from  1,686  cesspools  or  septic 
tanks.  The  Council  have  two  cesspool  emptying  vehicles. 

5.  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  from  the  Rural  District  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping 
at  Newlyn  East,  Bissoe  and  G-errans. 

Unsatisfactory  maintenance  by  the  private  Contractor  employed  on  the 
Uerrans  tip  led  to  the  Council  purchasing  a  used  mechanical  shovel.  This 
was  purchased  quite  cheaply,  and  unlike  the  wheeled  machine  v<re  use  bet^veen 
Newlyn  Ea.st  and  Bissoe,  is  a  track  model.  It  is  successfully  operated  on 
the  one  tipping  day  each  week  (twice  a  week  in  the  Summer)  by  the  one 
full-time  driver  employed  on  controlling  all  three  tips, 

A  Public  Inq\iiry  was  held  in  connection  vd.th  the  Council’s  application 
for  Town  Planning  consent  to  use  land  at  East  V/heal  Rose,  Newlyn  East,  as  a 
controlled  refuse  tip.  It  was  proposed  that  Newquay  UoDoC„,  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  St,  Austell  R.D.C,,  should  share  the  site  with  us. 

There  v/as  considerable  opposition  not  only  from  the  site  OTOer,  but 
from  various  bodies  and  individuals,  some  of  whom  thought  pulverisation  was 
a  better  method  of  disposal  and  one  the  Co\incil  should  adopt.  However, 
from  inspections  made  of  several  kinds  of  pulverising  plants  in  tlie  southern 
and  western  counties  -  and  the  tips  used  'with  them  -  Officers  of  the  three 
Local  Authorities  were  not  impressed  vd.th  most  of  them,  v;hen  results  are 
related  to  the  cost.  The  time  may  come  when  this  method  of  disposal  vd.ll 
become  necessary,  but  as  long  as  sites  sixLtable  for  controlled  tipping  can 
be  found,  it  is  questionable  whether  much  higher  expenditure  on  refuse 
disposal  can  be  justified  when  seemingly  unavoidable  increases  in  so  many 
other  fields  of  activity  are  going  on  around  us  all  the  time. 

At  Wheal  Maid,  near  Carharrack  on  the  opposite  border  of  the  District, 
negotiations  were  commenced  for  the  acquisition  of  an  old  mining  area,  again 
for  use  as  a  controlled  tip  in  association  with  adjacent  Local  Authorities, 

No  change  in  the  number  of  veliicles  used  for  collection  of  refuse 
has  occurred  since  last  year,  but  the  increased  carrying  capacity  of  the 
new  19/60  c.yd,  Karrier  "Musketeer”  enabled  a  few  more  scattered  areas  to 
receive  an  increased  frequency  of  collection  -  generally  fixjm  fortnightly 
to  weekly, 

6.  Salvage 

No  salvage  scheme  is  in  operation, 

7.  Rodent  Control 

The  Operator  is  provided  witli  a  small  van  and  has  inspected  35'! 
private  premises  (other  than  farms  \mder  contract)  in  different  parts  of  the 
District,  and  227  were  treated,  usually  v/ith  Warfarin.  Twenty  sewerage 
systems  were  test  baited  but  only  at  St.  Agnes,  Perranporth,  Flushing  and 
St,  Mawes  were  any  signs  of  rats  foimd,  and  then  only  to  a  negligible  extent. 
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and  treatnent  was,  of  course,  carried  out  in  these  cases. 

Twenty-nine  visits  were  raade  to  the  Council's  three  refuse  tips  and  to 
sewerage  v;orks. 

The  tips  were  regularly  sprayed  against  fly  infestation  during  the 

Sumner, 

One  hundred  and  four  contracts  to  the  value  of  £840,^0  were  entered 
into  for  quarterly  treatment  of  agricultural  properties  and  some  other  business 
preniseso  This  shov/s  a  continuing  increase  in  contract  work,  being  the 
seventh  successive  year  in  which  improvei-ient  has  occurred. 

The  rodent  operator  also  carries  out  disinfestations  of  ho\ises, 
fumigations,  and  deals  \d.th  complaints  of  vrasps  and  bees, 

4  charge  of  £1  per  visit  is  made  for  destruction  of  wasps  and  bees. 

Rats  and  mice  are  destroyed  in  private  houses  free  of  charge, 

INSPECTION  MD  SUFERVISION  OF  POOD 

There  are  eight  licensed  slo.ughterhouses  and  one  knackers  yard  in  the 
area.  Slaughtering  takes  place  in  throe  of  these  on  a  large  scale,  much  of 
the  meat  being  sent  out  of  the  District  and  County,  One  hundred  per  cent 
inspection  is  carried  out,  the  work  occupying  most  of  the  tine  of  two 
Inspectors, 

There  are  two  oyster  treatnent  plants  in  the  District,  Sajaples  were 
taken  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  intervals  during  the  season,  and 
no  \insatisfactory  results  have  been  notified. 

Two  new  premises  v/ere  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  Tweniy- 
seven  samples  were  taken  for  examination  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  Sixteen 
were  satisfcuctory  (C-rade  l),  while  ten  were  placed  in  G-rade  II  and  one  in 
Grade  III.  further  visits  and  advice  were  given  where  samples  vi?ere  not  up 
to  standard, 

■  There  was  one  new  registration  for  manufacturer  of  sausages. 

Generally  standards  ?/ere  found  satisfactory,  A  few  kitchens  in  hotels 
and  catering  premises  were  not  all  they  should  be,  but  were  improved  vdthout 
need  of  fcmal  action.  If  legislation  could  be  devised  to  require  new 
buildings  of  this  kind  to  be  so  constructed  that  the  whole  food  preparing 
area  was  visable  to  Patrons  of  the  establishment  v/ho  wished  to  look, 

standards  would  doubtless  improve  rapidly  and  remain  at  a 
high  level  v/ithout  the  need  for  so  much  intervention  from  the  Local 
Authorities, 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council's  powers  and  responsibilities  as  a  water  undertald.ng 
passed  to  the  newly-formed  South  Comv/all  Water  Board  in  the  early  part  of 
1968. 

Most  of  the  District  has  access  to  a  main  supply,  and  samples  taken 
throughout  the  year  have  been  of  good  ba.cteriological  quality.  Altogether 
102  samples  v;ere  taken,  of  which  5  were  for  chanical  ana,lysis. 
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As  night  he  expected,  the  quality  of  water  from  ’'shallow”  wells  is 
not  always  as  good.  There  are  veiy  fev;  public  well  supplies  nov;  left  in  the 
District,  but  quite  a  number  of  private  houses  have  their  own  supply  from 
a  borehole  or  a  well.  It  is  rare  for  anything  but  an  adequate  and  wholesome 
supply  to  come  from  the  former,  but  wells  can  often  show  evidence  of 
considerable  pollution  -  though  the  consumer  is  not  always  aware  of  it. 

It  is,  hoY/ever,  an  unfortunate  fact  that  many  people  assYirae  that  if  their 
supply  is  cool  and  clear  it  is  good.  No  instance  of  illness  attributable 
to  such  source  has  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  your  officers. 

No  charge  is  made  to  anyone  requesting  the  bacteriological  analysis 
of  liis  domestic  water  supply,  and  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  always 
pleased  to  take  samples^ and  advise  on  the  treatment  of  water  found  to  be 
unsafe  for  consumption, 

PETROLEUM  REGULATIONS 

One  of  the  many  duties  of  your  health  department  is  the  licencing 
of  premises  on  virhich  petrol  is  stored  -  mostly  roadside  filling  stations. 

The  Council  decided  it  was  time  to  insist,  v/here  necessary,  on  increased 
standards  of  safety.  Occupiers  Yvere  v/amed  that  certificates  as  to  the 
condition  of  electrical  installations,  and  of  storage  tanks  over  20  years 
old,  YTOuld  be  required  before  a  full  renev/al  of  their  licence  YYOuld  be 
given, 

Mary  have  consequently  had  to  carry  out  a  good  deal  of  electrical 
Yvork  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  certificate,  but  although  the  cost  Yvas  often 
considerable,  very  few  objections  or  complaints  were  received.  It  says  much 
for  the  sense  of  responsibility  the  great  majority  of  garage  ovmers 
obviously  have.  No  tanks  failed  the  tests  for  lealcage, 

Eor  the  future  annual  licences  -  and  there  are  90  of  them  -  vd.ll 
expire  on  the  3'lst  December  instead  of  at  various  times  throughout  the  year, 

OEPICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PRESSES  ACT.  1963 

The  majority  of  premises  in  the  Rural  District  coming  witliin  this  Act 
are  food  shops  or  catering  establishments  and  these,  of  course,  have  to 
conform  to  standards  of  similar  kind  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  Inspections 
under  both  Acts  often  take  place  at  the  same  time. 

Most  contraventions  foimd  have  been  of  a  comparatively  minor  nature, 
such  as  absence  of  thermometers  or  adequate  first  aid  kits.  No  serious 
difficulties  have  arisen  and  no  formal  action  has  been  found  necessary, 

C/iRAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOBfENT  ACT.  1960 

There  are  238  licensed  caravan  sites,  the  number  of  pitches  on  each  site 
varying  fixDm  one  to  several  hundred.  Most  are  used  for  holiday  accommodation 
in  the  Summer  months. 


17. 

This  year,  as  usual,  caravans  and  tents  could  be  foiond  in  fields, 
lay-bys,  and  on  attractive  coastal  sites  vdiere  they  ought  not  to  be.  This 
does  not  necessarily  mean  a  public  health  nuisance  is  being  caused,  quite 
often  it  is  not,  but  there  is  sometimes  resentment  expressed  by  local 
residents  or  those  concerned  v;ith  the  preservation  of  amenities. 

The  lavf  as  it  stands  at  present  on  tents  is  v/eak,  and  there  are  so 
many  exemptions  and  loopholes  in  the  Caravan  Sites  8z  Control  of  Developnient 
Act,  1960  that  difficulties  in  enforcement  can  be  considerable.  The  best 
hope  for  the  future  must  be  better  legislation,  and  enforcement  officers 
sufficient  in  number  to  cope  with  the  conditions  which  are  the  more 
difficult  because  of  their  temporary  and  often  rapidly  changing  character. 
Where  a  situation  arises  which  is  really  prejudicial  to  public  health,  it 
cannot,  of  course,  be  tolerated,  but  in  other  cases  perhaps  there  could 
be  a  little  raore  appreciation  of  the  fact  that  we  do  live  in  a  popular 
holiday  a,rea  to  which  we  encourage  the  rest  of  the  Country  to  come  each 
Summer,  ISaless  the  improbable  situation  arises  wherein  this 

policy  is  reversed,  or  tight  controls  are  given  us  with  ready  means  of 
enforcement,  then  it  seems  more  than  likely  that  some  campers  sometime 
and  somewhere  will  continue  to  choose  the  'hwrong  place"  in  which  to  pitch 
their  tent  or  park  a  caravan, 

HOUSING- 

Slum  Clearance 

No  Clearance  Orders  were  made,  houses  being  dealt  with  as  Individual 
Unfit  Houses  in  all  appropriate  cases, 

OvercTOY/ding 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  any  formal  notice  to  abate 
overcroY/ding, 

Housing  Advances 

Two  loans  to  build  houses  Y/ere  made  by  the  Council  and  thirty-eij^t 
for  the  purchase  of  existing  property.  Six  loans  vYere  made  for  works  of 
improvement. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  during  the 

year, 

NevY  Building- 

Under  the  BirLlding  Regulations  958  plans  were  submitted  for  the 
Council’ s  consideration. 

Although  new  building  control  is  not  a  subject  usually  associated  vdth 
the  VYork  of  a  public  health  department,  YYhen  it  is,  as  here,  deposited  plans 
are  e^camined  by  men  who  not  only  consider  YYhether  they  can  be  recommended 
for  approval  under  the  Biailding  Regulations,  but  also  whether  the  a.pplicant 
neads  advice  on  hovY  to  amend  such  of  his  piroposals  as  may  subsequently 
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conflict  with  other  legislation  designed  to  protect  the  health  and  safety 
of  the  connunity  whether  at  home,  or  work,  or  in  places  of  public 
entertainment. 

The  close  examination  of  around  100  plans  a  month  -  some  complicated, 
or  maybe  smothered  in  finely  worded  detail  (much  of  it  irrelevant  for  our 
particular  purpose)  -  obviously  takes  time  and  concentration^ 

As  often  as  possible  those  submitting  defective  plans  are  notified 
before  the  Committee  meeting  so  that  they  may  come  to  the  office  to  amend 
their  drawings,  or  submit  fresh  ones,  which  can  be  recommended  for  approval, 

1  •  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  durin/^  the  year 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(linder  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  *,  .  ..  37 

Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  , ,  8 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  tlie 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ..  35 

2,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  v/ithout  service  of  formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dv/ellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  their  ofiicers  ,,  18 

3*  Action  under  Statutory  Povvers  during  the  year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  39,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  19575" 

(1)  Number  of  dv;ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  . . . 

(2)  Number  of  dv;ellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  . ••  ••  ..  ,,  ••  *,  " 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ••  •• 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices  v/ere  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ,.  ..  . .  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  v/hich  defects  were  remedied  after 

service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  By  ovmers  .  . .  1 

(t)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  .  - 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections,  16,  17  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  19575" 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were 

made  . .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  . 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders  or 

Undertakings  under  Sections,  1 6,  17  and  23  of  the  Housing 
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(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  were 

accepted  ••  ..  ..  ••  ..  ••  ..  ..  ••  ..  ** 

(5)  Number  of  temporary  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  certified 

unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  ..  ..  - 

(6)  Nmber  of  temporary  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  demolished  - 

(d)  Proceedings  taken  under  Section  42,  43  and  2+4  of  the  Housing  Act,  19575“ 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  .•  - 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  confiimed 

by  Minister  ..  . . .  ••  ..  ..  ••  - 

(3)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders  and 

Demolished  ••  ,,  ••  ••  ..  *.  ••  •»  ••  ~ 


HOUSING  ACTS.  1949  -  1957 

IMPROVEMENT  GIL'JTTS 

(a)  Discretionary 

Niomber  of  applications  received  -  dwellings 
Number  of  applications  approved  -  dwellings 
Total  approved  expenditure  ••  •• 

Total  amount  of  grants  approved 

(b)  Standard 


Number  of  applications  received  -  dv^ellings 
Number  of  applications  approved  -  dwellings 
Total  cost  of  work  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Total  araount  of  grants  paid  . 


60 

43 

£66,414. 00 
£30,776.00 


81 

76 

£21,046.00 

£10,476.00 


MESCELL/iNEOUS  INSPECTIONS  C.'JffilED  OUT  DUKENG  THE  YEAR 


Premises  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  for  other  than  Housing 


defects  .  I98 

Water  Samples  taken  for  /uialysis  . . .  ..  ..  *«  102 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Pood  Poisoning  .,  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  I6 

Sewer  connections  supervised  ..  .,  ..  ,,  ,,  ,.  ,,  ,,  74 

Sewers  and  Sewerage  Works,  and  Drainage  other  than  for  testing  ..  357 

Public  Conveniences  43 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  .,  ,.  ,,  .  >45 

Food  Premises  (Food  Hygiene  Regs)  ..  ,,  .,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  124 

Caravan  Sites  ..  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  70 

Re.  Keeping  of  ilnimals  .  10 

Premises  imder  the  Petroleum  Regulations  ,.  ,.  ,,  ,,  ,,  129 

Building  Regulations  .  . .  ,,  ,,  1,659 
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NE\y  HOUSING 


PilKESH 

By  Local  Authority 

Total  Conpleted  in 
post-war  period 

Conpleted 
in  1970 

Started 
in  1970 

By  Local 
Authority 

By  Private 
Enterprise 

St.  Agnes 

12 

147 

376 

St.  Allen 

— 

4 

8 

8 

Chacev/ater 

— 

55 

26 

St,  Clenent 

— 

9 

4 

104 

Cutert 

- 

— 

14 

43 

Cuby 

- 

- 

3 

2 

St,  Erne 

12 

— 

24 

14 

Eeock 

* 

— 

64 

2,88 

Gerrans 

- 

61 

80 

Gwennap 

- 

- 

33 

59 

St,  Just-in-Ros eland 

- 

- 

63 

135 

Kea 

- 

- 

58 

132 

Kenv;yn 

- 

- 

44 

160 

Ladock 

— 

— 

30 

13 

St.  Michael  Penkivel 

— 

— 

5 

Mylor 

--  . 

- 

120 

176 

Nevvlyn  East 

8 

- 

58 

51 

Perranarworthal 

- 

- 

36 

135 

Pe  rranz  ahulo  e 

8 

4 

153 

326 

Philleigh 

- 

4 

10 

Prohus 

- 

- 

83 

107 

Ruanlanihome 

- 

- 

8 

21 

Tregony 

- 

- 

34 

22 

Very  an 

12 

28 

46 

28 

41 

1,132 

2,539 

JffiilT  INSPECTION 


CATTLE 

Sheep 

and 

Lanbs 

Pigs 

Cattle 

(excl. 

cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Nmher  killed . .  ,, 

8,199 

1,570 

4,074 

29,360 

50,  757 

Nunher  inspected  . 

8,199 

1,570 

4,074 

29,360 

50, 757 

All  diseases  except  cysticercosis 

i 

\ 

and  tuherculosis: - 

(a)  Vdiole  carcase  condenned 

4 

26 

26 

92 

108 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  sone  part 

or  organ  was  condenned 

3 

,  684 

5 

1,873 

2,074 

Tuberculosis  only: -  . 

r 

fa)  l¥hole  carcase  condenned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Carcase  of  vyhich  sone  part 

or  organ  was  condenned 

- 

— 

— 

•• 

509 

Cysticercosis  only:- 

fa)  Vlhole  carcase  condenned 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Carcase  of  which  sone  part  or 

organ  was  condenned 

19 

-• 

•• 

Gross  weight  of  neat  condenned 

Estinated  at  30  tons 

10  cwt. 
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Cysticercosis  Bovis;- 


Four  visits  were  nade  to  farm  preniises  from  which  infected  cattle 
had  been  sent  for  slaughter.  No  conditions  were  found  which  were  of 
any  significance  in  this  respect, 

OTHER  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Varieties  of  fish  ••  . .  ,,  41b.  3oz, 

Bacon  .,  ,,  . .  . . .  ,,  ..  11b,  8oz, 

Sausages  and  other  neat  products  ••  ••  ••  ,.  ,,  201b. 

Packets  of  ice-crean  .  10 

Skinned  Sausages  . .  . .  ,.  ,,  15oz, 


The  breakdonTOS  of  a  refrigerator  at  a  G-eneral  Store  led  to  the  condennation 
of  frozen  food  to  the  value  of  £9*65  and  £28,55« 


1,  Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections,  1,2, 3, 4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers 

prenises) 


Number 

Inspections 

Nunber  of 

on 

Register 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

2 

- 

- 

56 

8 

4 

- 

•• 

58 

8 

4 

- 

2,  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Nunber  of  cases 

in  v/hich  defects  were 
found 

. .  ■  ■  ■" 1 

Nunber  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M, 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

V/ant  of 

Cleanliness  (S.I. ) 

1 

1 

Sanitary 

C  onvenienc  e  s : - 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

I 

\ 


t 

K 


r 

I 


